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Common Sense Is Back

* Positive changes coming with return of conservative governance

By the Staff of AFP

t turns out, elections do matter,

and voting does make a differ-

ence, despite what some people

say. The 2024 U.S. elections,
where Republicans took control of the
White House and Congress, with con-
servatives dominating the Supreme
Court, prove it.

On Jan. 3, the new 119th Congress
was seated. Since then, common-
sense legislation has already started
wending through the House and Sen-
ate, slowly making its way to the
desk of President Donald Trump, who
is set to take office on Jan. 20 as AFP
heads to press on Jan. 17.

The Laken Riley Act is one of those
new bills.

This eight-page bill is named for
Laken Riley, a 22-year-old nursing
student who was brutally murdered on
Feb. 22, 2024 in Athens, Ga. by Jose
Ibarra, an illegal immigrant from
Venezuela who had been previously
apprehended by Border Patrol and re-
leased. Last November, Ibarra was sen-
tenced to life in prison without parole,
asmall justice considering Riley would
be alive today if federal immigration
authorities had done their job in the
first place.

Unlike a lot of legislation these
days, the Laken Riley Act isn’t packed
with pork or handouts to wealthy
donors. Instead, it sticks to one issue
that figured prominently in the last
election: illegal immigration. It would

LAKEN RILEY
Death not in vain.

seem this bill is a can’t miss.

Put simply, the bill forces immi-
gration officials to arrest and detain il-
legal immigrants, who are suspected
of any crimes starting even with pet-
ty thefts of $100 or more.

The bill also expands the power that
state attorneys general have over fed-
eral immigration policy. It allows state
officials to go after the federal gov-
ernment in order to have specific im-
migrants detained, and it forces the
State Department to block visas from
countries that won’t take back indi-
viduals who need to be deported.

Itis ahuge step in the right direc-
tion and is something that an over-
whelming majority of Americans sup-
port. The measure is so popular that

even many Democrats back it.

On Jan. 14, The Laken Riley Act
passed the House with support from
216 Republicans and 48 Democrats.

As AFP goes to press on Jan. 17, the
bill is being debated in the Senate. It
remains anyone’s guess when it will
come to the floor for a vote. Democ-
rat senators, who represent border
communities and are in competitive
states, have endorsed the bill, includ-
ing Sens. Ruben Gallego and Mark Kel-
ly of Arizona; John Fetterman of
Pennsylvania; Jon Ossoff of Georgia,
Elissa Slotkin of Michigan; and Jacky
Rosen of Nevada.

Ossoff, a liberal Democrat, is up for
re-election in 2026. His spokesman told
NBC News, “Sen. Ossoff supports the
Laken Riley Act and plans to vote for
it.”

Even though Senate Majority leader
John Thune (R-S.D.) has asked for
more debate, he promises it is only to
make the bill stronger, not bigger,
more pork heavy or utterly incom-
prehensible, as is so much of the spe-
cial-interest-influenced legislation put
forth by Congress these days.

President Donald Trump has stat-
ed he will sign the bill if it makes it to
the White House.

The Laken Riley Act follows on the
heels of other commonsense legisla-
tion, such as the Protection of Women
and Girls in Sports Act, which bans
males from female sports in elemen-
tary schools all the way up to univer-
sities. That measure, passed the House
on Jan. 14, has advanced to the Sen-
ate. Trump has already said he will sign
this bill, too.

A new conservative government
has only just been seated, and, in
many ways, common sense has re-
turned to Washington—a breath of
fresh air after four long years of Joe
Biden, Nancy Pelosi, and Chuck
Schumer controlling debate in the
nation’s capital. *
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