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ISRAEL’S ARROGANCE, BELLIGERENCE BRINGS WORLD TO BRINK OF WAR IN MIDEAST. SEE PAGES 15-17.

By Mark Anderson

O
n Sept. 30, in a pivotal mo-
ment for the Trump ad-
ministration, the United 
States, Mexico, and Cana-
da concluded negotiations 

“for a modernized and rebalanced” 
North American trade pact that large-
ly supersedes the 1994 North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
Thus, the industry-depleting, wage-
slashing NAFTA pact, an unpopular 
creature of anti-sovereignty globalism 
birthed under the George H.W. Bush 
administration and signed by President 
Bill Clinton, evidently is fading into his-
tory. 

Will this detailed new pact be better? 
In many ways, it will benefit working-
class Americans and farmers, but oth-
er previous trade rules will remain the 
same.

Some key things to glean from it, ac-
cording to U.S. Trade Representative 
(USTR) Robert Lighthizer, are that 
the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) “will advance 
United States agricultural interests in 
the most important markets for Amer-
ica’s farmers, ranchers, and agribusi-
nesses,” opening new venues “to ex-
pand U.S. food and agricultural exports 
and support food manufacturing and 
rural jobs.” 

And even though “all food and agri-

cultural products that have zero tariffs 
under [NAFTA] will remain at zero tar-
iffs,” according to the USTR office, “the 
USMCA will create new market-access 
opportunities for United States ex-
ports to Canada of dairy, poultry and 
eggs, and in exchange the United 
States will provide new access to 
Canada for dairy, peanuts, processed 
peanut products, and a limited amount 
of sugar and sugar containing prod-
ucts.”

The USMCA for the time being 
main tains U.S. tariffs on Canadian 
steel and aluminum entering the U.S. 
However, Canadian media, such as the 

CBC, report: “Talks to lift the tariffs are 
ongoing, but on a ‘completely separate 
track,’ according to a U.S. official.” The 
USMCA encourages U.S.-based man-
ufacturing by requiring that 75% of auto 
content be “made in North America.”

Other USMCA rules, the USTR of-
fice noted, are designed to preserve 
and “re-shore” U.S. vehicle and parts 
production; “transform supply chains 
to use more U.S. content, especially 
content that is key to future automo-
bile production and high-paying jobs”; 
and drive “higher wages by requiring 
that 40-45% of auto content be made by 
workers earning at least $16 per hour” 
while incentivizing “new vehicle and 
parts investments in the United States.” 

Furthermore, the pact contains 
“stronger rules of origin that exceed 
those of both NAFTA 1.0 and the Trans-
Pacific Partnership [from which the 
U.S. withdrew] including for autos and 
automobile parts and other industrial 
products such as chemicals, steel-in-
tensive products, glass, and optical 
fiber.”   H

Can Julian Assange be tried under 
Espionage Act as a journalist? 
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Soros ramps up plan for Europe: 
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Priests, pioneers, prospectors—
they’re all “racists” in California.
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Election meddling: U.S. calls for 
Venezuelans to oust president.
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THE INSIDE SCOOP

TRUMP KILLS NAFTA 
• New deal will boost U.S. steel, agriculture, manufacturing

President Trump is shown after announcing the signing of the new 
USMCA—the U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement.




