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LOCAL SHERIFFS
STRIKING BACK
• Creating “sanctuary counties” for gun rights
By Dave Gahary

M

imicking the liberal concept of “sanctuary cities”
to protect illegal immigrants across this oncegreat nation, a growing number of
sheriffs across a handful of states are
establishing “Second Amendment
sanctuaries” in their counties, “refusing to enforce gun-control laws
that they consider to be infringements on the U.S. constitutional
right to keep and bear arms.”
Reuters reported on March 4 that
sheriffs in Illinois, New Mexico,
Oregon, and Washington are taking
on the political rulers in those
states—Democrats hold the governorship and both legislative chambers in all four—who are attempting
to enact draconian gun control laws.
When Democrats swept into control across many state governments
after last November’s midterms,
many of them followed through on
their “promises to enact gun control
in response to an epidemic of mass
shootings in public spaces, religious

sites, and schools.”
Supporters of the Second Amendment sanctuary movement would
like “to take it nationwide.” Those involved in the four states have already
“formed a loose alliance, sometimes
sharing strategies or texts of resolutions.” They’re also coordinating
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with those who share their sentiments in California, Idaho, Iowa, and
New York.
Sheriffs who were elected by the
people and some county commissioners are considering allowing
some of their constituents—targets
of so-called “red flag” laws—“to
keep their firearms.” Additionally,
where some states raised the legal
gun ownership age to 21, sheriffs
there may “refuse to confiscate guns
from 18-to-20-year-olds.”
Red flag laws allow family members or police to ask a court to
temporarily remove firearms from
someone “who may present a danger to others or themselves.” Later
on, the firearms are to be returned,
unless the seizure is extended. Some
sheriffs believe these laws violate
due process and are overkill, as
laws on the books already address
such matters. A New Mexico sheriff is critical of enhanced background checks, as they “would impose regulations on hunting buddies
or competitive shooters every time
they share guns, and he refuses to
spend resources investigating such
cases.”
Support for these Second Amendment sanctuaries has picked up
steam recently, especially in Illinois
and New Mexico.
According to Reuters, 63 Illinois
counties or municipalities “have
passed some form of a firearms
sanctuary resolution and more are
likely to,” and 25 of New Mexico’s 33
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